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If you have a need for a Tech I or II, hire a veteran and give them a break for what they did for this country. 
	
I know most hiring authorities look at a lot of resumes’ and I get but 30 seconds to make my case. Read the next paragraph and put me on the interview list, I’ll make my case in person and save you time.

I am a Principal / Senior Technician, I have been for 45+ years. I am educated and have worked in all aspects of the Engineering design and manufacturing process including: R&D, Continuation Engineering, Diagnostics - Test, QA - Quality Assurance, AME – Advance Manufacturing Engineering, Calibration, Technical Support, Technical Writing, my degree is in management/marketing I have sales relationship work. But I’m best at creating solutions and following through. I’m looking for less than 40 hours/week off site. Read the rest if you have time or are interested.


I have worked in Electrical/Electronic Engineering – Mechanical Engineering – Fluid & Gas Dynamics – Software – Robotics - Radio - Military – Defense - Medical Pacemakers, Internal & External: drug, heart & nutrition Pumps and Programmers, Audio devices, Avionics, Power Systems, Supercomputers and other assorted Engineering projects. I have worked in ten engineering companies in my career giving me a diverse understanding and perspective of all aspects of Engineering.

Overview: If you are looking for a team member to own a problem and manage a solution, I am a great fit. 

R&D/Test Engineer/Technician: During most of my career, I usually have been in R&D and test (QA) and usually medical electronics. I did this type if work at: Medtronic, Guidant (Boston Sci), St Jude (Abbott), Smiths Medical, United Tech, 3M, Cummins Honeywell Aerospace and Cray Research. At each place, I typically tested a new design, mine or others, to qualify the product for manufacturing or created test hardware and/software to test the new design on the manufacturing floor. I am talented in multiple engineering disciplines: Hardware, Software, Process/Documentation, Electrical/Mechanical, R&D, Continuation Engineering

R&D Work: I have been in Research & Development and Continuation Engineering developing or upgrading products. To that end, I have worked on hardware, software, and mechanical design using Solid Works, Calypso, Zuken, Altium. I have used a wide array of processors both general purpose and dedicated PLC’s. I have taken a product through the entire process of obsolete part upgrade through board design, layout, test, environment chamber work, UL / FDA testing, release to the manufacturing floor.

Robotics: I have used robotics in testing many times in my career: pacemaker handlers at: Medtronic, Guidant U.T.C., recently three-dimensional modeling of a one foot heart cube placing a catheter every millimeter of the cube with slide robots. I designed fixtures and worked on software for each, in addition to maintain them. I spent three years in the USAF troubleshooting Synchro-Servo system.

Technical Writer: I have written my column for a print magazine I own for 20+ years. In addition, for 20+ years I have written ISO9000 technical procedures for the test/fixtures I have created. I can write for business, technical and entertainment. The ATS system was all but devoid of documentation until I started creating processes where none existed.

Lab Supervisor/Manager: I have run the Electrical/Mechanical Labs, I know a LOT of easy systems needed in labs. 
I can keep most Engineering labs clean & organized, using 5-6S methods in 5-10 minutes a day. Let me show you!

Programmer: I have written diagnostic software for a dozen different platforms & languages including the web.

Manager: I managed a team of ten installer technicians when I worked for Prewire a Comcast Installer. My degree is in management/marketing but engineering interests me and has always had more quality jobs.

Sales: I sell advertising in my magazine. I have had 300 accounts at one time I maintained. I can sell & have a degree.

Tech Ops: I’m a rare combination of technical and marketing, fitting in equally in both. 

Solution to every need: At 3M, Elucent Medical and Once Innovations I was the go-to-guy for every need. Once was a small under 20 company that did not have systems or documentation in place, and I created them from scratch. At Once Innovation I was faced with 300 boxes of return goods with little or poor documentation. I created an MRB/returns system to classify and process the returns. Within two weeks I put $100K worth of incorrectly shipped items back on the shelf. I designed and built a glove box and inventory system so each piece could be analyzed created the appropriate disposition. 

My education: In the USAF I took the first 2 years of college in Pre-engineering & software programming, at the time I had a management minor. I very quickly determined I lead the class in my management/marketing class and was average in engineering. My degree is in management/marketing. I run a magazine and online store from home, though all my 9-5 work has always been in engineering. Both my Engineering and Management/Marketing talents have served each other well over the years. I have an Associate Degree in Management/Marketing from Anoka Ramsey CC.

Quotes about me:
From my supervisor at Guidant (now Boston Scientific) at my annual review: I talked to everyone you interface with at meetings where you represent our group, and everyone thought (because of your professionalism) you were an Engineer not a Tech. 

From my director at Smith Medical to my VP: Let me introduce you to Dennis, since you have the hottest project in the company right now, you want Dennis to be in charge, he’s smart, resourceful and gets things done.

Same VP a few weeks later: Dennis what happens if that seal leaks? I keep on getting the run around when I ask Engineering. 
(15 minutes later he watched as I duplicated the problem, and he had video for his 1 PM meeting of what REALLY happens.)

From a Lead Salesmen at Once Innovation: Dennis what is your job description? Is it “guy who fixes things others screw up? We have needed a guy like you for YEARS!”

From my colonel in the Air Force: Dennis, I want you on the launch truck at the end of the runway when we are launching B52s. I’ve never seen anyone go from casual to 110% so fast, and be so damn good at what you do, I’d love for you to join my team!

Employment History 
Current – I am 67 and am accepting Social Security, some call that retirement, I just call it another stage. I left Honeywell Aerospace in end Dec 2025. I am going to take a few months off then return to engineering work in the North Metro, less high traffic driving. When I say taking time off, I’m working 10/7 catching up my webpages www.Bdarn.com & www.ToDoTC.com

Dec 2025- Jan 2022- I was the principal design tech at Honeywell Aerospace in Plymouth, MN. We designed computer Chip wafers for NASA & the Military.   I ran the R&D Engineering Computer lab. Which involved keeping equipment & supplies current and planning & procurement for future projects. Also, hardware, software, test and procedure development and implementation. Basically, we tested the computer wafers & chips we designed. 

Aug 2021 – Aug 2018: Cummins: Principal Technician: Switch Diagnostics Switch Test Engineering: designing hardware & Visual Basic software for Automatic switches. My ATS test position with Test has been eliminated.

2018/4 – 2017/10: 3M: Engineer I: In addition to doing normal technical testing, development, and documentation, I was brought in to fix a broken mechanical/electrical lab situation that was a bit in disarray. I inventoried and documented. They can now look at a spreadsheet and find the location and abilities of any of their 300+ pieces of engineering equipment. I went through their 2000-part Vidmar system and created a location, quantity and inventory system for them. I created a system so every bench, cabinet and aisle have a location designation so we can locate anything in the lab. Cleaned up and fixed their Hazardous Waste system. I did general clean-up & organization, ordered much needed: equipment, benches and tools. I loved the job but, 3M just had a major lawsuit and laid off a good number of contactors including myself, despite having a year employment contact. 



2016/12 – 2016/06: United Technology Corp: I worked in Test Engineering: designing, building & documenting test systems from a BOM including building and wiring all aspects. In charge of ordering parts, cutting & assembling metal for the frame, wiring the system including relay matrix, GPIB, PC USB, Robotic stepper motor positioning system, test equipment, design & manufacture of the test head, trouble shooting and calibration. Basically, given the parameters I designed, built and documented the test system. 


2016/05 – 2015/11: Once Innovations: Once manufactured commercial LED lighting. I was the Engineer I/ Principal Technician in charge of the lab in a small 15-person company. Tasked to do an abundant number of things not found in larger companies: all aspects of many disciples of engineering including equipment and general lab management. Since I have a degree in management/marketing I was the technical liaison between Marketing/Sales and Engineering. I saved the company $120k by developing and implemented return product triage and decontamination systems bringing product from the dock through testing to back-to-stock and creating Engineering MRB data. I also managed the move of the lab to a new building. 

2015/11 – 2015/05: St Jude Medical: I was an Engineering Aide working with the three-dimensional magnetic catheter robotic positioning system. I worked all aspects of the program: fixture creation, hardware/software design and testing, troubleshooting, documentation and process writing and implementation. I also did some work on the patch adhesion resistance/capacitance pull testing. I was a Senior Engineering Aid supporting all: testing, documentation development, photography, test method creation, fixture and process creation and support for a stepper motor Velmex BI-Slide screw robot system driving CMS and a magnetic location Catheter system using the magnetics of a Northern Digital Inc. box. I was on a year-long contract. My boss left the company after I was there for six months. The manager of the group I was put into did not like my manager. I was told by the new manager he had no desire to keep any of the contractors who worked for my former boss. 

2015/05 - 2012/09: Smith’s Medical: AME Engineer I / Principal Senior Technician supporting all mechanical, electrical and software technology. Daily I worked with: O-scopes, DVMs, ZEISS CMM machines, 3-D Printers, Robotics, Microscope and electrical measurement devices and computers, doing: FAI First Article Inspections, DVTs Device Verification Testing, ETPs Engineering Test Protocols, Updating BOM Build of Materials, using: ADP, Altium, Oracle, Globalview, Calypso, Solid Works, CNC Machines, Labview, Mini-tab and specialized Hardware & Software. It was a shop of six R&D techs, working on heavily mechanical driven computerized medical drug pumps. Worked on Continuation Engineering, specifically replacement & testing of obsolete parts including PLAs. Which could involve a dozen different things on a given day including parts research, DVT Device Verification Testing, Program PLCs, environment chambers, ESD, RF, EMI, Conductive Disturbances, Conductive Emissions, Current injection discharge testing, Hi Pot Dielectric Strength, Immunity Testing, Leakage current testing and other testing, troubleshooting, fixture creation, Software testing, repair, calibration and engineering planning. 

Prior to Smiths Medical I put in ten years R&D at Guidant Medical in Arden Hills, following ten years deigning supercomputers for Cray Research, Following eight years in the USAF and Medtronic. 

Equipment types used: Ammeters, DAC Data Acquisition Equipment, Frequency Counters, Frequency Generators, Function generators, Hi Pot Testers, Leakage Testers, Logic analyzers, Millimeters, Ohmmeters, Oscilloscopes, Pico ammeters, Voltmeters, DVM & VOMs, calipers, presses, lathes, variety of mechanical gauges, PLC programming stations.

Extensive testing at a number of local test labs including: Northwest EMC, Specialty Labs, TUV America, Environ Labs evaluating: Conductive Disturbances, Conductive Emissions, Current injection discharge testing, Drop & impact testing, DVT Device Verification Testing, EFT Electrical Fast Transients, RF Radio Frequency Emissions Testing, Environmental Chamber Testing, Energy Star Testing, ESD Electro Static Discharge, air, contact, vertical & horizontal coupling Planes, Hi Pot Dielectric Strength, Immunity Testing, Leakage current testing, Magnetic Field Testing, Power cycle testing, Power interruption Testing, Radiated emissions, Radiated Immunity Testing, Radiated Susceptibility Testing, Shake & Surge Testing 
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